
The Skell Valley Project in a nutshell…  
 
There are 4 overarching themes that make up the Skell Valley Project and a set of 15 individual 
projects under these themes that will help deliver the project objectives.  
 
Theme 1 - Landscape is resilient   
 
We’ll help tackle the threats of 
climate change and ensure we play 
our part in a ‘green’ recovery 
following the Covid-19 pandemic - 
making the landscape, its people and 
the local economy more resilient.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project What the project will do… 
Healthy Land, Healthy 
River  

Working with the Skell Farmer Network and led by Nidderdale AONB, 
we’ll implement a Natural Flood Management programme, improve water 
quality and make the Skell Valley better for nature. Tree planting, 
meadow creation, new ponds and bankside fencing will reduce soil run-off 
into the river and slow the flow during periods of heavy rainfall making 
the river better for wildlife and protecting the heritage and homes 
downstream. An innovative ‘Payment by Results’ scheme will recognise 
the service farmers are delivering, making farm businesses more resilient.  
  

Enterprising 
Landscape  

Working with the York, North Yorkshire & East Riding LEP, farmers and 
businesses in the valley we’ll explore new sustainable models that 
recognise and promote the important role our landscape plays to support 
a thriving business and tourism economy.   
  

Tourism Development 
in the Skell Valley 
 

The negative impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is being felt across the 
local visitor economy. We will work with tourism and hospitality 
businesses and public sector organisations to increase collaboration and 
generate activity that encourages people to stay longer, spend more and 
see more of Ripon and the Skell Valley when they visit. By highlighting the 
benefit of landscape, nature and heritage in the Skell Valley and Ripon 
tourism offer, we can ensure we play our part in a ‘green recovery’ 
following the Covid-19 pandemic. Prior to the pandemic, 600,000 visitors 
came to see Fountains Abbey and Studley Royal and this project will 
generate activity that will spread the benefit more widely to the local area 
and economy. 
 

 

Looking across farmland to moorland at the upper reaches of the Skell Valley. 



Theme 2 - Nature thrives   
 
We’ll reverse the decline in 
nature, conserve ancient trees 
and woodlands and the wildlife 
they support and create nature-
rich green spaces near to where 
people live.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project What the project will do… 
Native and Ancient 
Woods in the Skell 
Valley  

Ancient and semi-natural woodland is a scarce habitat in the UK and truly 
irreplaceable. Working with landowners we’ll carry out management 
works to conserve surviving woodlands and the threatened species they 
support.  
  

Hug an Ancient Tree  The Skell Valley has a world-class collection of ancient trees, old and 
venerable figures that have watched over the landscape for centuries. 
We’ll get families and people of all ages to measure, record and just have 
fun exploring these trees, the wildlife that lives on them and their history.  
  

Hell Wath – Green 
Gateway to the Skell 
Valley  

Working with the Friends of Hell Wath Local Nature Reserve and the 
people that live around its fringes we’ll improve access to the grasslands 
and river and involve everyone in caring for the nature, wildlife and 
heritage around them.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the many majestic trees in the Skell Valley.  



Theme 3 - People are 
empowered   
 
We’ll empower people to deliver 
projects for nature, heritage and 
landscape by supporting them in 
learning the skills they need and 
removing current barriers that 
stop people accessing the 
outdoors and nature around 
them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project What the project will do… 
Skell Valley Task Force  

  
  

We’ll create a Skell Task Force, made up of volunteers trained to take an 
active role in the conservation and improvement of the area by delivering 
practical conservation works along the length of the river.   
  

Digging Deep in the 
Archives  
  

We’ll train people in archive research and oral history to collect 
information about the fascinating history and natural heritage of the 
valley.  
  

Volunteering City of 
Ripon  
  

We’ll work with local Voluntary and Community Organisations in the 
Ripon area to foster a shared approach to recruiting, training, managing 
and supporting volunteers which makes all our organisations more 
impactful, sustainable and inclusive.  
  

Nature on your 
Doorstep  

We’ll empower communities to create green spaces for nature near to 
where they live by providing ‘get started’ seed packs and gardening tool 
libraries. Working with the YMCA, Ripon Museums Trust, Ripon Walled 
Garden and Sawley Parish Council we’ll make spaces more wildlife-
friendly and accessible in Ripon and the upstream villages.  
  

Watery Wildlife   
  

We will engage with local school students, families and community groups 
about the wildlife living in the river and how we can all help look after 
them and the habitats that support them.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exploring the wildlife that lives in the river. 



Theme 4 - Heritage is 
celebrated   
 
We’ll save our heritage from the 
threats of climate change and 
general neglect and create new and 
exciting opportunities for people to 
explore the nature and history of the 
Skell Valley and be involved in its 
care.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project What the project will do… 
Revealing the Serpent 
Valley and Chinese 
Garden  

We’ll bring the lost Chinese Garden of Studley Royal to life for visitors and 
the local community. We’ll research, record and conserve surviving relicts 
of the historic landscape including the gate piers and walls to the Chinese 
Garden and the Roman Monument. Working with community groups and 
visitors we’ll recreate the Chinese Ting so people can experience for 
themselves this lost part of the garden’s history.  
  

Exploring the Skell 
Valley   

  
  

We’ll provide local residents and visitors to the area with a range of 
interactive and easy to follow walking trails which celebrate the 
wonderful heritage and wildlife of the Skell Valley. We’ll encourage wider 
exploration and understanding of the currently hidden parts of the valley 
with the use of creative hubs in selected locations and digital platforms.     
  

Sulphur Springs and 
Spas  
  

We will work with people living locally to research and record the remains 
of the cottage, sulphur pool and well head used by 19th century visitors 
when taking the spa waters.  
  

Enhancing Eavestone’s 
Lakes  

  

We’ll put the hidden sublime landscape at Eavestone Lakes back on the 
map. Working with the landowner we’ll repair and record the 19th century 
boathouse and bridge, improve the footpaths and enhance historic views 
across the lakes, tors and woodlands for everyone to enjoy.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Eavestone Lakes – a lesser known heritage gem of the Skell Valley.  


